ADVENTUROUS   TRAVELLER

To improve machinery without improving the houses
of those who worked it was a short-sighted policy which
could commend itself only to profiteering minds. To
that fallacy the Prince was fully alive, and it was at this
time that he can be said to have begun that whole-
hearted drive for slum clearance which has been one of
his chief preoccupations during the last few years.
Even then he appreciated the pitfalls which lay in the
path of any who set out upon a housing reform, however
limited its scope. His experience in Cornwall and also
on his Kennington estate made it only too plain that
slums could not be knocked down merely by breathing
goodwill into the air. So many people,, even of this
present year of grace, believe that to solve the housing
question you have simply to pull down the foul and
build up the fair. They take no account of the most
important factor in the case, the inhabitants themselves.
The present writer believes that it was because the
Prince had observed in war-time what men and women
were like essentially and out of their home environment
that he avoided the error of judging their homes apart
from themselves. Undesirable as some of the Kenning-
ton property had become, he did not impetuously con-
demn it until he had taken immense trouble to know
his tenants and their own wishes. In this he was helped
by his sister, Princess Mary (now the Princess Royal),
and together they entertained some of the tenants to tea
at a hostel. Much virtue in a cup of tea ! If its out-
pouring is conducive to similar outpouring of loquacious
tales of weal and woe it is equally encouraging to
frankness. Tea was the password, too, when the Prince
followed up this party with surprise visits to his tenants'
homes. He was received with mingled perturbation and
delight. That they should freely speak their mind was
his one wish, and he knew that the surest way was to
call when the tea-pot was on the hob. Since then the
work of reconstruction on all his estates has been, begun
and is being carried out according to carefully considered
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